

IMTHF HI AIMS: 

23. (Currently Amended) A stent having a longitudinal axis and comprising: 

a plurality of closed cells disposed about the circumference of the stent, with each of 

the plurality of cells having exactly twelve bends and being non-symmetrical about the 

longitudinal axis; and 

wherein the plurality of cells define a first longitudinal row of cells and a second 
adjacent longitudinal row of cells [that is inversely symmetrical to], with each cell in the 
spmnd longitudinal row of rails having a different orientation from each cell in the first 
longitudinal row of cells. 



24. (Original) The stent of claim 23, wherein each cell in a longitudinal row is directly 
connected to an adjacent cell in the same longitudinal row. 

25. (Original) The stent of claim 23, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has 
exactly four struts that are connected to each other to form the cell, with each strut having 
exactly two spaced-apart bends. 

26. (Original) The stent of claim 23, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has a 
straight portion that is positioned between each of the bends. 

27. (Currently Amended) [The stent of claim 23,] A stent having a longitudinal axis 

and rnmprising- 

a plurality of rails dispospd ahoiit thp rirmmfemnra of thft stent with each of the 
plurality of cells having Pvartly twplvp hp nds and hping non-symmetrical ahoilt the 
Inngiti idinal ayis; 

xA/hprpin thP plurality of r.plk dpfip.P a first longi tudinal row of rails and a second 
adj arant longitudinal row of rails that is invp r sply symmptriml to thft first longitudina l TOW of 

cells; and 

wherein pvantly three of the bends define an internal angle that is less than ninety 
degrees. 

28. (Original) The stent of claim 23, wherein five of the twelve bends extend inside 
the cell. 
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/ 29. (Original) The stent of claim 23, wherein four of the twelve bends extend outside 
the cell. 

30. (Currently Amended) [The stent of claim 23,] A stent having a longitudinal axis 

anri mmprising: 

a plurality of rails disposprl ahout thp ciECl imfp rpnra nf thp stent, with parh of thp 
plurality of rails having pyartly twplvp hpnds and hping non-symmptriral ahnut the 
longitudinal axis; 

whprpin thp plurality nf rails dpfinp a first longitudinal row of cells and a second 
arljarant longitudinal row of rails that is invprsp ly symmptrioal to thp first longitudinal row of 
rails; and 

wherein partly three of the twelve bends define acute apices. 

31. (Original) The stent of claim 23, wherein some of the twelve bends comprises a 
spring element. 

32. (Original) The stent of claim 31 , wherein each spring element compensates for 
changes in longitidinal length of the cell when the stent is expanded. 

33. (Original) The stent of claim 23, wherein one of the twelve bends is a central 
bottom bend which extends into the cell. 

34. (Currently Amended) A stent having a longitudinal axis and comprising: 

a plurality of closed cells disposed about the circumference of the stent, with each of 
the plurality of cells having exactly twelve bends and being non-symmetrical about the 
longitudinal axis; [[and]] 

wherein each cell is directly connected to an adjacent cell^and 

whprpin thp plurality nf rails Hpfinp a first longitudinal row of rails and a second 
aHjarant longitudinal row of rails w ith par.h rail in thp second longitudinal row of cells 
having a riiffprpnt oripntation from p arh rail in thp first longitudinal row of cells. 




(Canceled). 
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36. (Original) The stent of claim 34, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has 
exactly four struts that are connected to each other to form the cell, with each strut having 
exactly two spaced-apart bends. 

37. (Original) The stent of claim 34, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has a 
straight portion that is positioned between each of the bends. 

38. (Currently Amended) [The stent of claim 34,] A stent having a longitudinal axis 

and mmprising: 

a plurality nf rails disposed ahnnt the rimumferenra of the stent, with each of the 
plurality of rails having exactly twelve hends and heing non-symmetrical ahoilt the 
longitudinal axis; 

- wherein each rail is directly mnnerteri to an adjacent rati: and 

*^ wherein exactly three of the bends define an internal angle that is less than ninety 

degrees. 

39. (Original) The stent of claim 34, wherein five of the twelve bends extend inside 
the cell. 

40. (Original) The stent of claim 34, wherein four of the twelve bends extend outside 
the cell. 

41 . (Currently Amended) [The stent of claim 34,] A stent having a longitudinal axis 
and comprising: 

a plurality nf rails disposed ahoul the circumference of the stent with each of the 
plurality nf rails having exactly twelve h e n d s and hei n g non-symme tr i cal aho il t the 
longitudinal axis; 

wherein ear.h rail is directly connected to an adjacent cel l: and 
wherein exactly three of the twelve bends define acute apices. 

42. (Original) The stent of claim 34, wherein some of the twelve bends comprises a 
spring element. 
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43. (Original) The stent of claim 42, wherein each spring element compensates for 
changes in longitidinal length of the cell when the stent is expanded. 



44. (Original) The stent of claim 34, wherein one of the twelve bends is a central 
bottom bend which extends into the cell. 

45. (Currently Amended) A stent having a longitudinal axis and comprising: 

a plurality of closed cells disposed about the circumference of the stent, with each of 
the plurality of cells being non-symmetrical about the longitudinal axis; 
(L [wherein each cell is directly connected to an adjacent cell; and] 



v wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has exactly four struts that are connected to 
each other to form the cell, with each strut having exactly two spaced-apart bends^and 

wherein the plurality of cells rtefine a first Inngiti iHinal row of rails and a semnri 
aHjarant Inngiti iriinal row nf rails, with earn rail in the ssmnri longitudinal row of cells 
having a different orientation from ea rth rail in the first Inngiti iriinal row of cells. 



46. (Canceled). 



47. (Original) The stent of claim 45, wherein each of the plurality of cells has exactly 
twelve bends. 



48. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim [[46]] 45, wherein each cell in a 
longitudinal row is directly connected to an adjacent cell in the same longitudinal row. 




49. (Original) The stent of claim 45, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has a 
straight portion that is positioned between each of the bends. 




50. (Currently Amended) [The stent of claim 47,] A stent having a longitudinal axis 
and comprising: 

a plurality nf rails dispnspH ahnnt the r.irnimferpnra nf the stent with each of the 
ph iralify nf rails heing nn n-symmetrir.al ahnnt the longitudinal axis: 
wherain ear.h ra il is dirartly rannprted tn an adjarant rail; 

whprAin para rail nf thp pli ir ality nf rails has pyartly fnur stn its that am mnnected to 
parh nthpr tn fnrm thp rail with p ar.h strut having Pvartly twn sparad-apart hends- and 

wherein pxartiy three of the bends define an internal angle that is less than ninety 
degrees. 

51. (Original) The stent of claim 47, wherein five of the twelve bends extend inside 
the cell. 

52. (Original) The stent of claim 47, wherein four of the twelve bends extend outside 
the cell. 

53. (Currently Amended) [The stent of claim 47,] A stent having a longitudinal axis 

and rnmprising- 

a plurality nf rails dispnspd ahnnt thP rim imfprence of the stent with each of the 
ph irality nf rails hping nnn-symm ptriral ahnut thp longitudinal axis: 
whprpin par.h rail is directly mnnerted tn an adjacent cell; 

wherpin each rail nf thp plurality nf rail s has e x ac tly f ou r st r uts that are co nnected to 
ear.h nthpr tn fnrm thp rail with ea ch strut having pyactly twn sparad-apart hends: and 

wherein partly three of the twelve bends define acute apices. 

54. (Original) The stent of claim 45, wherein some of the bends comprises a spring 
element. 

55. (Original) The stent of claim 54, wherein each spring element compensates for 
changes in longitidinal length of the cell when the stent is expanded. 

56. (Original) The stent of claim 47, wherein one of the twelve bends is a central 
bottom bend which extends into the cell. 
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57. (Currently Americled) A stent having a longitudinal axis and comprising: 

a plurality of Hospd cells disposed about the circumference of the stent, with each of 
the plurality of cells having exactly twelve bends and being non-symmetrical about the 
longitudinal axis; [[and]] 

wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has a straight portion that is positioned 
between each of the bends^and 

whprpin thp plurality nf rails dpfinp a first lon gitudinal row of rails and a sfimnri 
adjarant Inngiti iriinal row nf rails, with panh rail in thp spmnri longitudinal row of rails 
having a diffprpnt nripntation from Parh rail in thp first longitudinal row of rails 

58. (Canceled). 



59. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim [[58]] 5Z, wherein each cell in a 
longitudinal row is directly connected to an adjacent cell in the same longitudinal row. 

60. (Original) The stent of claim 57, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has 
xactly four struts that are connected to each other to form the cell, with each strut having 

exactly two spaced-apart bends. 

61. (Currently Amended) [The stent of claim 57,] A stent having a Inngiti iriinal axis 

and ramprising- 

a plurality of rails disposed ahont thp riroi imfprpnra of thfi stent with each nf the 
plurality of rails having pvarily twplvp hpnds and hfting non-sym metrica l ahni l t thft 
longitudinal axis; 

whprpin Panh rail of thp plu rality of rails has a straight portion that is nnsitioned 
hptwppn parh of thp hpnds; and 

wherein warily three of the bends define an internal angle that is less than ninety 
degrees. 

62. (Original) The stent of claim 57, wherein five of the twelve bends extend inside 
the cell. 

63. (Original) The stent of claim 57, wherein four of the twelve bends extend outside 
the cell. 
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64. (Currently Amended) [The stent of claim 57,] A .stent having a longitudinal axis 

and rnmprising- 

a plurality of r.plk dkpnspd ahnnt thp nirr.iimfprftnr.ft nf thft stent, with ftar.h of th ft 
plurality nf rails havin g ftvartly twftlvft hpnds and hftinq nnn-aym metrics I ahnnt the 
longitudinal axis; 

whprftin ftarh rpll nf thft plurality nf r.p lk has a straight portion that is positioned 
hpfwppn Parh nf thp hpnds; and 

wherein warily three of the twelve bends define acute apices. 

65. (Original) The stent of claim 57, wherein some of the twelve bends comprises a 
spring element. 



' \ 66. (Original) The stent of claim 65, wherein each spring element compensates for 
changes in longitidinal length of the cell when the stent is expanded. 




67. (Original) The stent of claim 57, wherein one of the twelve bends is a central 
bottom bend which extends into the cell. 



